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Old Morganians  
  NEWSLETTER No. 3, MARCH 2013 

Editor: Geoff. Marchant; NB: See bottom of page 8 for all contact details. 
 

Editorial – APOLOGY: My sincere apology 
for the eye-straining bodge on the front page of 
the October 2012 
Newsletter! The 
format you see here 
is the one which 
should have gone 
out to everyone; 
somehow the format 
of pages 1 and 2 
“flipped” before I 
sent the newsletter 
to Mike Dodden 
(treasurer) for 
distribution. I saw 
this and corrected it 
on one disk, but 
guess which one I 
sent to Mike! My fault entirely, and I soon got 
complaints! Please forgive me, though the 
‘Optometrists’ (as I see Opticians are now 
calling themselves) of this country and well 
beyond must have had a field-day!! (Our own 
funds are NOT available for eye-strain claims!) I 
have kept the intended format this time (and 
hope that doesn’t flip unnoticed) so that all can 
see how much better it would have been if it had 
gone out correctly. I will note here that our 
guests at the Oct. 2012 dinner hopefully received 
a complimentary copy of the Oct. Newsletter 
(some even in correct format!) by one method or 
another, so they know how grateful we all were 
for their welcome and work behind the scenes at 
Haygrove School, and for the museum display 
which I hope some of you visited as it was a 
great feat both at the museum and at the school 
previously.            

R.I.P.  I have been notified of the deaths of the 
following members/DMS Old Boys since the 
last newsletter and letter went out:  Joe 
Acreman; Doug Baker; Mike Braund (only a 
few days after our dinner which he attended.) 
“Rest perpetual grant unto them, O Lord”.  

Retirement, and intended retirement: While I 
am on the subject of loss of old members, I need 

to confirm that, while still an OM member, Chris 
Hockey has stood down for personal reasons, 

distance 
included, 

from our 
committee, so 
his name is 
now off of the 
page 8 panel. 
Our present 

committee,  
& especially 
the old DMA 

committee,  
are most 
grateful to 
him for 
having joined 

us at such a critical time and we  hope he may be 
able to offer his services again at some future 
time. In the meantime, our secretary Dick 
Raymond, has notified your committee that he 
would like to hand over to a younger person 
following the 2013 dinner, though he would still 
be willing to help a little “in the wings”. Again, 
we have a big ‘thank you’ to say to Dick, both 
now and when he ‘retires’ – he has become my 
Number 1 contact for all things in the previous 
D.M.Society (and if he doesn’t know the answer, 
I know I then have to get onto our President  
Bryan Lancastle), but also (and he won’t thank 
me for saying this, but I know personally what a 
grand job he did) he was the mainstay of the last 
dinner practical organisation, and I’m pretty sure 
no other member of our committee will mind me 
saying that! They all did their bit (even one who 
was absent from a decisive committee meeting 
and was nominated in his absence, together with 
a non-committee member, to do a job, and then 
we all forgot to tell them beforehand that they 
had work to do on the dinner night! Touché! (We 
all hope to get better as we proceed! End of 
Term Report for most of us would be: “Tries 
hard but could do better”! Notes have been made 
and things should flow even more smoothly next 
year, though this last year was “PDG” as far as I 
and most others could tell.) I am gaining some of 
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this info from attending the committee meeting  
of 29th Oct., 2012 (Full report on p.  ), so now is 
perhaps an appropriate time to underline that the 
committee does feel it needs more representation 
of those in the latter years of DMS – anyone out 
there listening and willing to do their bit for 
the OM’s? If so please contact Dick or any other 
committee member: your country needs 
you!!….and that leads me very easily into saying 
“I have held this editorial job for some years 
now, trying to fit into Roger Evans’ footsteps 
and keep going into the amalgamation stage and 
beyond, BUT, IS THERE ANYONE out there 
who would be prepared to take on the Editor’s 
mantle and give a breath of fresh air to the 
Newsletters?? – If so, please also do let your 
committee members know.” 

Great Thanks & 2013 Dinner Notification: 
…and I’m only just erasing the ‘CC’ name from 
the format of the last newsletter by 
coincidence…Bill King and I are extremely 
grateful to Chris Cudlipp for all the 32 pictures 
he took at the Haygrove/DMS Heritage Day and 
mounted on two cards for Bill to display. 
Unfortunately, if we get a really good dinner 
turn-out at the Tudor on 21st September 2013, 
there will most probably be no room for our 
usual memorabilia display, so these may not be 
on show at that time. However, I have Chris’ 
pictures on loan and have carefully scanned his 
display cards and then segregated each picture. I 
intend to get Greg Kett to put Chris Cudlipp’s, 
and also my Heritage Day pictures, AND 32 pics 
of the 2012 dinner from Bryan Lancastle, onto 
our drmorgans.com website, where they can then 
be seen (Non-website-viewers get children, 
grandchildren, friends or neighbours to help!) 
The first one of Chris’s photos (CC No.8) is 
shown on Page 1 and is a general view showing 
the good number who turned up at Haygrove for 
the Heritage Day on 14th. July 2012.  

Please note, It would be nice if members could 
tell me who the people in these photos are, 
preferably before I get them onto the website, 
so that that record can be as complete as 
possible. Latest News: 28 of Bryan’s dinner 
photos already on website drmorgans.com. 
 
As we have had so many photos in such a short 
length of time, this edition will virtually be a 
bumper picture gallery, That imposes numerous 

problems for my transmission to Mike Dodden 
for printing off but I feel I need to get some of 
them out and seen before the first anniversary of 
them being taken! 
 
The following ‘snippets’were obtained by me 
some time ago from online versions of the 
“Bridgwater Times” of 1836 and before I lose 
them I will include them here for interest: 3rd 
January: Mr Gillard  – running a school at Fryern 
(sic) Street, Bridgwater. Mrs W Marchent 
running a school at 1 Brunswick Place, 
Burnham. Mr Lucette – a master at Dr. Morgan’s 
School. Charles Brice – trespass at Charlynch. 
Charles Washer alias Woolcott – stole potatoes 
at B/W. Mr Mullins – Wembdon selling 
potatoes. Wm. Puckey – master of the “Claude” 
refused to move vessel at B/W. John Davis, 
master of the “Verona” ditto. George Winslade 
cut the mooring rope of the “Union” on the R. 
Parret; James Fryer brought the charge. Peter 
Tate – lad on the “Verona” lying at Combwich, 
was assaulted; Wm. Cowen witness to that. Mr 
Wilkins of Combwich drowned….just a few 
peeps into life at that time! Again in 1856, 7th 
Feb., it was noted that Mr Lucette had a musical 
class at Dr Morgan’s School, Bridgwater, and 
that’s 20 years after the mention above! 
 
I made a lot of hurried notes as Tony Ball launched 
into his speech at the dinner last September and was 
hoping to have been able to decipher them and give a 
good report. Suffice it to say that my complete lack 
of shorthand, or a working recording device, now 
leaves me wondering what all those brief notes were 
about! But it was a “Hoot”….I see there was 
reference to him being on a (Daily Mail??) website 
which proclaims him as “the best after dinner speaker 
in the world” – at the end of his speech we would 
probably all have readily agreed to that! Then I have 
“compl respons 1999 Rugby World Cup opening 
ceremony” – why didn’t I get him to give me a copy 
of HIS notes???. “Old Morg(anian) launched Mini 
car” makes more sense, but “DM Magic circle , 
sanatogen, car in Butch Gillard’s spot” leave me 
guessing again!! – but  “1st time in assembly hall in 
62years” makes us all recognise the poignancy of the 
occasion for him, as well as for us. “Doing our best 
to recall each other – waist lines etc” struck a chord 
with many of us too!! “Bloke in bar says“ My wife’s 
an angel”, another said “You are lucky, mine’s still 
alive”! 
I will put more of these quotes in later if I 
have room! 
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Minutes of the meeting of Old Morganians held on Monday 29th October 2012 at the Tudor Restaurant. 

Meeting opened at 7.35pm. 
Present: Bill King (Chairman), Dick Raymond (Secretary), Mike Dodden (Treasurer), Geoff Marchant, Ray Haines, Ralph 
Sealey, Colin Brown and Tony Wilkins. 
Apologies: Paul Williams, Bryan Lancastle and Brian Scott. 
Minutes: Minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2012 were read and approved. 
Correspondence: Dick Raymond has sent Thank You letters to Head Teacher, bar organisers, caterers and furniture provider. 
Also letter of condolence to families of Joe Acreman and Doug Baker. The secretary has received letters and messages from 
Lyndon Brett, Chris Lawrence and Tony Ball. 
Dinner 2012: Treasurer reported a profit of £150 approx on dinner subject to some outstanding expenses. Ray Haines 
suggested that in future “greeters” may need to be increased due to rush of members and also to have representatives from both 
eras to meet and greet. It was also suggested that we try and keep age groups together on tables if possible. Many name badges 
were left behind after dinner – maybe next year we could try a system for collecting these. 
Balance sheet: The opening balance for the Old Morganians was £4604.96. As at 31st October 2012 the balance was £5240.17 
less Caretaker gratuities and badge expenses. 
Dinner 2013: The Tudor Restaurant has been booked for 21st September 2013. There may not be any space for memorabilia. 
Speaker – Colin Brown to investigate and if needed a sum of £500 could be allowed. 
Memorabilia: Discussion took place regarding responsibility and storing of same. No final decision. 
Secretarial duties: Discussion took place on finding new member of committee and also with a view of taking over secretarial 
duties after 2013 dinner.  
Any other business: As to date no photographs have been seen of 2012 dinner. Andy Slocombe to be approached by Bill King. 
Date of next meeting: 11th February 2013. 
Meeting closed at 20.57pm. 
 
Many thanks to Tony Wilkins for the above minutes of our most recent committee meeting. (Those for 
the Feb. 11th. one will not be available before this newsletter goes to print.) 
 
I will now attempt to put in a few more of Chris’ Cudlipp’s photos taken at the Haygrove Heritage day. 
 
CC No. 19 
 

 
On next page: Top CC No. 3, Middle CC No.4, Bottom CC No. 7 (My apologies for yellow edges) 
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Memories of DMS Old Boy, the late Ronald D. Short (1922 – 2004) continued. 
Chapter 2  Peartwater 1927 – 1940, Part 3 

 
 Near the brook at Peartwater there were masses of snowdrops which were later 
rooted out by pigs, and on a bank in the field next to it were lots of violets both white and 
blue. At the end of the lane called Twinell was a bank in the field which had the biggest 
variety of primroses I have seen – yellow, white, pink, and red and of all forms of single and 
double-headed. Alas, these were also destroyed. At Radlett on the Stowey road there was a 
fenced-in common which was covered in scrub and was a haven for wild life including 
pheasants. Our friends, the Derham family, at Radlet Farm, lived in an old thatched 
farmhouse with very low ceilings. Many sparrows nested in the thatch and there were tree 
sparrows in the trees by the cow-sheds. There was a pump in the scullery for getting water 
from the well beneath. This had the old type handle at first but was later changed to a rotary 

one. The lavatory was as usual, at the end of the garden; it was a double-seater (one for the children). Hay 
making was a busy time and I remember going out into the fields with horse and hay-rake clearing up the 
last of the hay. Horse power was also used for the hoist to get the hay onto the rick as it grew higher, 
moving forward to pull the hoist upwards and then walking backwards to lower it. I remember the cutter 
used to cut the mangolds up for animal feed. It was hard work turning the handle. After each milking the 
churns were put into the nearby stream to keep the milk cool. We sometimes had a jug of the warm 
creamy milk to drink. If we walked back from here after dark in the spring it was wonderful to hear the 
nightingales singing. Another farm visited nearby was Tuxwell with the Merchant family. Here I watched 
cidermaking. A place I visited twice was Holwell Cave between Spaxton and Merridge where there were 
remains of stalactites. The small cavern at the end was reached by crawling! 
 At this point I will mention a visit to our relatives in Ystlyfera and Swansea, South Wales. I am 
not sure whether this was before or after moving to Peartwater. What I can remember is going by paddle-
steamer from Weston-super-Mare. Their house had a large black grate and a big metal sheet was put up in 
front of the fire to make it draw. My uncle kept white mice. I remember a look inside a steel works near 
there and also a bumpy ride on the tramway to the Mumbles and being on the sands there. 
 On winter evenings, if there was no homework or other things to do, time was spent playing 
games, especially cards, often with the neighbours next door. Card games were Whist, Knock-out Whist, 
‘Old Lady’, Rummey etc. We also listened to their wireless, particularly on Saturday nights, to “In Town 
Tonight”, “Music Hall” and other programmes – sometimes boxing matches. Later we had our own 
home-made set given to us by an uncle – only a couple of stations on it. These wirelesses were run by the 
means of batteries, a 120 volt dry one and an acid accumulator which had to be recharged once a fortnight 
or once a week if it was getting old. We had two, one being replaced each time fully charged and brought 
from Bridgwater, I believe. My earliest recollection of wireless was listening to a cat’s whisker set at a 
neighbour’s house and hearing birthday greetings. I made one of these later and still have the headphones. 
 My mother belonged to the Mothers’ Union and one night when she was attending, Mr Derham 
from Radlett  visited my father. They had some rhubarb wine to drink (too much?) and when my mother 
came home she found that the lamp was turned too high and had smoked so badly that the room was 
festooned in black oily cobwebs. (I was asleep in bed). 
 Winters were harder then as we often had snow and clear frosty, starry nights. The windmill at 
“Furzeydown” froze up and was covered with huge long icicles from top to bottom. On more than one 
clear night I have seen the Aurora Borealis. One Christmas Day we spent with our friend who was cook 
etc at Furzeydown, In the evening she received a call from her home in Cornwall and we all went into the 
hall to see and listen to this wonderful thing called a telephone. 
                    To be continued… 

 
Dick Raymond has had a suggestion that this newsletter should be re-named “The Morganian” to carry on 

that title, especially as we have evidently missed the centenary of its first edition in 1912. Has anyone any great 
feelings about that? My own thoughts were that this newsletter is not worthy to be compared with editions of 
The Morganian we can remember. Also, publication was not continuous in those 100 years, anyway. 

 

 
Ron in 
1955 
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Now back to January 2012 and trying to catch-up with some correspondence from that time 
and since… 

 
From James Moyle, 09.01.12 
Dear Geoff, My Grandfather, William Thomas James Moyle, was an old boy of Dr. Morgan's Grammar 
School for boys in Bridgwater. He was born in 1920 so would have probably attended the school from 
1931 to about 1936/7. He has unfortunately passed away many years ago, but I am trying to research his 
life and the above information is all I have from this time in his life. The attached file is a picture that was 
taken probably around this time and looks like he was involved in air cadets (it would make sense as he 
would later join the RAF) - they seem to have won a cross-country or athletics cup? I thought you might 
like it for your newsletter, but unfortunately I don't have any other information about it. It would be great 
to find out more - I can't find any photos on the internet of the school before the 1937 buildings? Are 
there any other documents that survive from this time? If you could point me in the right direction I 
would be very grateful. Kind Regards James Moyle 
 
Hi Geoff 
Thanks for getting back to me. My Grandfather is on the middle row, far left. I noticed that the RAF chap 
in the centre is a Wing Commander (from the stripes on his sleeve). A basic internet search suggest it may 
be a Frank Squire father of Peter Squire a former Air Chief Marshall. I have sent it to the Imperial War 
museum to see if they might be able to shed any more light on it. 
I don’t currently get the Newsletter, although I would like to – I obtained your contact details from the Dr 
Morgan Association website. I have had a look at the 2007-9 Newsletters that are on there, but if you 
could send me more recent and future ones that would be great. 
Kind Regards and thanks for the photos   James. 
 

 
 
James was put in touch with Mike Dodden who publishes and distributes the newsletters (and 

collects the funds for so doing!). I had also sent him some early photos, but unfortunately now I don’t 
seem to have a record of which ones! James doesn’t seem to have been an old boy of DMS himself so 
we cant try to persuade him to be on our list of members, but that does raise the question of 
“Associate” membership for those who had relatives at DMS and want to support us – another thought 
for the committee, perhaps. 
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On the 27th Jan., 2012, following Dave Derham’s article on the persons behind our old school house 
names (Yes, I know, Old Society members, I have to repeat that article some time for you who haven’t 
seen it!) I received the following from Old Morganian/Previous Newsletter Editor and local author 
Roger Evans! Yer tiz, verbatim (& somewhat tongue in cheek???): 

Shame on you, Wyndham! 
For all those who hold the school house system dear to their hearts, I pose the question  

“Can you trust Wyndham?” 
In July 1645, the Parliamentarian army were on the brink of capturing Bridgwater Castle, held for the king by 
Colonel Wyndham.  Fairfax and Cromwell, for Parliament, carried out a reconnaissance of the castle from the East 
Quay.  As the two men surveyed the scene, they drew the attention of Lady Christabella Wyndham, wife of the 
governor of the castle.  Having heard that Cromwell was on the opposite bank of the river, she found herself a 
loaded musket, went to the ramparts of the castle, exposed one breast to her enemies and fired a shot at Cromwell.  
Her aim was somewhat off and she shot the officers’ sergeant-at-arms.  She later sent a messenger to Fairfax asking 
if he had received her “love token”.  But why should she expose one breast?    

It was an insult.  She had been the wet nurse to Charles ll when he was the young Prince of Wales.  Later 
on, she was also to complete his education in the art of love making which, according to Antonia Fraser’s 
autobiography of Charles ll, took place within Bridgwater Castle just before his fifteenth birthday.  The following 
year he was having his first serious affair in Jersey and was later to become famous for his numerous liaisons, 
including that with Nell Gwynne.   

Almost one hundred years later, in 1741, there were three candidates standing for election to Parliament 
representing Bridgwater; Vere Poulett, George Bubb Doddington and Sir Charles Wyndham.  The voters, who were 
very limited in number, went to the Cornhill to declare the way they were giving their votes.  There was no secret 
ballot.  The recorder simply stood with the voting register on a lectern and recorded each voter’s wishes.  It was an 
open system, almost beyond corruption.  When the votes were counted, Wyndham came bottom of the poll and 
immediately published an article accusing the recorder of corruption.  The recorder, being the town clerk, in order 
to protect his integrity, published the complete list of voters, showing how each individual had used his vote.   
 The problem was that Wyndham, a countryman, had sent his bully boys into the town to ‘persuade’ the 
local burgesses, the tradesmen of the town, to vote for Wyndham or risk loss of business because Wyndham would 
ensure that no one would supply them.  Most of them had agreed, just to get the bully-boys off their backs, and 
then, on the day of the poll, voted according to their consciences.  It had backfired on Wyndham who had now not 
only lost the election but had his tactics exposed for the electorate at large to see. 
 So, summing it up, we have Mrs Wyndham exposing herself in the town centre; the very same lady having 
unlawful sex with a 14-year-old; and Sir Charles Wyndham proving himself to be a corrupt politician and bully 
boy. 
 Thank goodness my house was Fairfax!   Roger Evans 

…And, lo and behold, there he is below at the Haygrove Heritage Day, signing and selling his 
books…in Chris Cudlipp’s photo CC No. 21 
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That leaves me just space to put in two dinner photos of my own. (A photographer took mass photos for 
the present Bridgwater Mercury, and Dick got me to send in a report to cover them – that was the last we 
ever saw of photographer, photos, and report, nothing published there at all!) Top below is Head Table 
with Haygrove Head Karen Canham welcoming us; bottom is Tony Ball in mid-flow! 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE OLD MORGANIANS Website Address is drmorgans.com and it has been totally 
updated by its producer, Greg Kett, son of DMS Old Boy, Clive Kett, who runs Ravenswood Media. 
 
Old Morganians President: Bryan Lancastle. 
Old Morganians Committee: Treasurer  Mike Dodden  01278 423890 mob: 07540052982 e-mail: mdodden@aol.com ;  
Secretary Dick Raymond, 5 Church St., Woolavington, TA7 8DP.  01278 686509 e-mail: us@dickandpauline.plus.com 
Minutes Sec: Tony Wilkins. Chairman: Bill King 01278 456405; Colin Brown; Ray Haines; Brian Scott; Ralph Sealey; Paul 
Williams. NB: Contact Mike Dodden if you require a 2013 membership/dinner application form. 
 
Material For Newsletter. Please write, phone, or e-mail, to Geoff Marchant, 37 Mendip Road, Yatton, North Somerset, BS49 4HR. Tel: 
01934 834550  E-mail: Please send to yattonmarchants2010@hotmail.co.uk   Photos can be sent to this e-mail address but bear in mind that 
we still produce a black & white newsletter for a large number of our members who either have no e-mail address, or whose e-mail 
addresses are out of date on our information listing. Therefore, please do not send large colour photos, or black & white ones of 
extremely high resolution, say in excess of 300kB. Thanks for all contributions to the newsletter – do please keep them coming. I 
especially need career / life history articles and reminiscences of the old school days. Geoff. Marchant, Newsletter Editor 
 

 

 

 


